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1
CARD-LESS PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL
TRANSACTIONS

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 USC 119(e) to
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/050,323, filed Oct. 9,
2013, entitled CARD-LESS PAYMENTS AND FINAN-
CIAL TRANSACTIONS, by Leoutsarakos, which in turn
claims priority to 61/711,738, filed Oct. 9, 2012, entitled
CARD-LESS PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL TRANSAC-
TIONS, by Leoutsarakos; and also claims priority under 35
USC 120 to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/607,769,
filed Sep. 9, 2012, entitled PASSWORD-LESS SECURITY
AND PROTECTION OF ONLINE DIGITAL ASSETS, by
Leoutsarakos, which in turn claims priority to U.S. Patent
Application No. 61/578,224, filed Dec. 20, 2011, entitled
SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR PASSWORD-LESS
USER AUTHENTICATION, ACCESS CONTROL AND
TRANSACTION TRACKING, by Leoutsarakos, the con-
tents of each of the above-mentioned applications being
hereby incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to online security, and
more specifically, to making payments and executing finan-
cial transactions without a physical card (and without a
password).

BACKGROUND

Currently, financial transactions are consummated by a
physical means, such as currency, credit or debit cards,
checks, and the like. The card-based transactions can be
handled by an automated clearinghouse (ACH) processor
such as First Data. For example, a customer pays with a
credit card or debit card for a purchase. The card data,
merchant data, and available funds are all verified and a
confirmation is provided to consummate the transaction.

However, there are numerous drawbacks to the conven-
tional process, including card and identity theft, inconve-
nience, equipment availability, reliability and security, and
high backend costs of clearinghouses and card companies.
Consumers also have the burden of remembering a PIN
number for debit cards.

What is needed is a robust technique to make payments
and financial transactions without a physical card (and
without a password), while overcoming the deficiencies of
the prior art.

SUMMARY

To meet the above-described needs, methods, computer
program products, and systems for making payments and
financial transactions without a physical card (and without a
password).

In one embodiment, payment information for a payer is
stored in a payment user profile on a payer device or a
hosting payment processor server. The payment user profile
is functionally handicapped with a human gesture and/or by
removing at least a portion of digital data (either a concep-
tual ‘key’, or a cryptographic key) associated with the
payment user profile and discarding the key after being sent
to another device, rendering the payment user profile sub-
stantially useless.
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When a payment request from a payee is received by the
payment processor server, a QR-code or other machine-
readable information is generated for display by a payee
device or invoice. Once the QR-code is scanned by the payer
device, a human gesture is requested in order to unlock the
payment information stored in the payment user profile. The
correct human gesture reconstitutes the key (or security
data) for transmission to the payment processor server for
reconstituting another key (or security data) used to enable
the payment user profile. Accordingly, temporary exposure
of payment information is utilized to consummate a trans-
action.

Advantageously, payments can be made without a physi-
cal card and without a password.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the following drawings, like reference numbers are
used to refer to like elements. Although the following figures
depict various examples of the invention, the invention is not
limited to the examples depicted in the figures.

FIG. 1A is a high-level block diagram illustrating a
system to make payments and financial transactions without
a physical card, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 1B is a more detailed block diagram illustrating a
payment processor server of FIG. 1A, according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 1C is a more detailed block diagram illustrating a
payer device of FIG. 1A, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a high-level flow diagram illustrating a method
for making payments and financial transactions without a
physical card, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating a method of FIG. 2
for pairing a payer device with a payment user profile,
according to one embodiment.

FIGS. 4A-B illustrates a step for protecting payment
options in a payment user profile by functional disablement
without a password of FIG. 2, according to some embodi-
ments.

FIGS. 5A-B illustrate a step for sending sub-portions of
security data to multiple payer devices using a secret-
splitting algorithm of FIG. 4A, according to some embodi-
ments.

FIGS. 6A-B illustrates a step for reconstituting payment
information in a payment user profile without a password of
FIG. 2, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
computing device, according to one embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention provides methods, computer pro-
gram products, and systems for making payments and finan-
cial transactions without a card (and without a password).

Generally, an asset owner protects access to payment
options in a payment user profile by functionally handicap-
ping the digital asset and hiding the key (either a conceptual
‘key’ or a cryptographic key) for enablement. A payment
user profile, as used herein, refers to a digital asset associ-
ated with a user for accessing certain data of a secure
website (e.g., personal banking information, or a streaming
movie account). Functionally handicapping the payment
user profile refers to making the payment user profile
partially or completely unusable in traditional forms by
removing parts of the data, encrypting, removing file for-
matting information, adjunct files, or source code, and the
like (using, for example, a SODA engine). Distributing the
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key for enablement refers to splitting key and sending parts
of the key to payer devices. In one case, users scan a
QR-code from a display screen of a website with a cell
phone, and provide a gesture to the phone for authentication.
In response, payment user profiles are temporarily enabled
to allow access to payment information for completing a
payment. Numerous alternatives are described herein. Also,
embodiments of SODA technology are described in more
detail in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/607,769,
entitled PASSWORD-LESS SECURITY AND PROTEC-
TION OF ONLINE DIGITAL ASSETS, by Leoutsarakos
which is hereby incorporated by reference.

One of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that the
following disclosure can be applied to many different
embodiments beyond the specific examples illustrated
herein. For example, the techniques can apply to transac-
tions other monetary ones.

Card-Less Payment Systems (FIGS. 1A-C)

FIG. 1A is a high-level block diagram illustrating a
system 100 to make payments and financial transactions
without a physical card, according to one embodiment. The
system 100 comprises a payment processor server 110, a
payee device 120, and a payer device 130, each in commu-
nication with a network 199. At a high-level, a user payer
device 130 can satisfy bills at the intermediary payment
processor server 110 by scanning a QR-code at the payee
device 120, and providing a gesture, without presenting a
physical card during the transaction.

In one embodiment, the payment processor server 110
coordinates payment transactions between a payee device
120 and a payer device 130. To do so, the payment processor
server 110 stores payment user profiles in a functionally
disabled state by removing a security data associated with
the file (either directly from the file, or indirectly related
such as a cryptographic key). The removed security data is
sent to the payer device, payer device 130, and discarded so
that reconstitution of the payment user profile without
removed digital data on the payment processor server 110 is
substantially impossible. Reconstitution is possible when the
payer device, payer device 130, returns the security data to
enable (e.g., temporarily) the payment user profile. Once
reconstituted, payment information can be accessed to sat-
isfy payment with the payee device 120, before returning the
payment user profile to a functionally disabled state.

Generally, the payment processor server 110 can be a
computer, a set of distributed computers, a server, a virtual
server, any passive device that is activated with a host
processor, such as a memory device (e.g., a flash drive), or
any processor-based device, as described further in FIG. 7.
The payment processor server 110 can be continually con-
nected online, or can connect to the network 199 for the
purpose of authorization of access requests. The payment
processor server 110 can be operated by a data storage
service, a data center, a mobile telephone company provid-
ing service for the payer device 130, and the like. Embodi-
ments of the payment processor server 110 are discussed in
more detail below in association with FIG. 1B.

The payee device 120 requests payment through the
payment processor server 110, and displays the responsive
QR code 101 for the payer device 130 to scan in satisfying
payment. In more detail, the payee device 120 is also
initially registered with the payment processor 110 to create
a payment user profile with payment receiving information
(can also add payment sending information). A payer ID can
be established, along with channels for receiving payment,
such as ACH information, bank account or PayPal informa-
tion, for example. When a payment is requested, for instance
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after scanning items at a cash register totaling a certain
amount, the QR-code 101 for that particular transaction is
requested from the payment processor 110. A payment user
profile of the payee device 120 can optionally be function-
ally disabled and enabled as described below in association
with a payment user profile of the payer. Once payment is
satisfied, the funds are automatically sent on the backend
from the payer to the payee.

The payee device 120 can be any computing device, fixed
or mobile, disclosed herein, such as in FIG. 7, a POS device,
an ATM machine, a cash register, any machine requiring a
log-in, an automobile user interface, a smartphone or tablet
and the like. Some implementations can modify a conven-
tional payee device by installing a downloaded client or
mobile application. The user 140 attempting to access a
payment user profile through the user terminal 120 is
presented with machine readable code through a display.
The machine readable code can be, for example, a QR-code,
a UPC label, a bar code, or any other suitable encoded
information.

The payer device 130 scans a QR-code to identify a
payment request, and functionally enables a payment user
profile at a payment processor server with payment infor-
mation used to satisfy the payment, before the payment user
profile is returned to a functionally disable state. From a
security standpoint of the system 100, the payer device 130
provides an interface between the user 140 and the secure
payment processor server 110 for authentication. In opera-
tion, the payer device 130 is paired with a payment user
profile of a user at the secure payment processor server. The
payer device 130, in an embodiment, can further handicap
and store a security data that functionally handicaps the
payment user profile of the payment processor server 110. In
order to make a payment, the payer device 130 can enable
a payment user profile by first reconstructing and providing
the security data it holds in store. Additionally, human
gestures or other types of authentication can be received and
processed (e.g., converted to data) by the payer device 130
to reconstruct a security data and then send it to the payment
processor server 110 for executing a payment or financial
transaction.

The payer device 130 is preferably a mobile device that is
convenient to a user, such as, a smart cellular telephone, or
a tablet computer, as described further in FIG. 7. The payer
device 120 can also be a laptop, a stationary or desktop
computer, or the like. Some implementations can modify a
conventional payer device by installing a downloaded client
or mobile application. The application can allow payments
to be made, as well as payments to be received on the system
100. Embodiments of the payer device 130 are discussed in
more detail below in association with FIG. 1C.

Payers can be individuals that create, control, or utilize
payment information in a payment user profile. The user can
be a sole owner of a payment user profile, or could be a
co-owner in a horizontal or vertical co-ownership scheme as
described below. The payment user profile can vary depend-
ing on the payment processor server. The payment user
profile is created at enrollment. For example, a payment user
profile can include personal financial information, accounts
numbers, registration for an event, social networking friends
and status updates, and the like. The payment user profile
can also include non-personal information, such as a copy of
a digital book available to subscribers, access to cloud-based
software, a copy of a cell phone application, and the like. In
some embodiments, the user provides to his payer device a
bio-sample (e.g. fingerprint) that is translated to data used to
form a key to decrypt a locally stored key (or security data)
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on the payer device 130, which is then sent to the payment
processor server or site 110 to reconstitute the payment user
profile and allow the requested access and execution of
financial transaction.

The network 199 provides a data communication channel
between the payment processor server 110, the payee device
120 and the payer device 130. The network 199 can be, for
example, the Internet, a data cellular network, or a data local
network. The data communication channel can be through
any suitable wired (e.g., Ethernet) or wireless (e.g., Wi-Fior
4G) medium, or combination. Other embodiments of com-
munication channels are possible, including hybrid net-
works. In one embodiment, the payee device 120 commu-
nicates with the payment processor server 110 using a
cellular network while the payer device 130 does so using a
Wi-Fi network. Additional network components not shown
in FIG. 1A can also be part of the system 100, such as
firewalls, virus scanners, routers, switches, application serv-
ers, databases, and the like.

FIG. 1B is a more detailed block diagram illustrating the
payment processor server 110, according to one embodi-
ment. The payment processor server 110 includes a memory
111 with a log-in SODA agent 112, a SODA engine 113, a
payment user profile/payment information database 116 and
an HTTP server 117. The components are shown in the
memory 111 which, in one embodiment, can be a RAM-type
memory for execution. The components can also be stored
for long-term in a volatile memory, be streaming applica-
tions stored in the cloud and downloaded as needed.

The login SODA agent 112 integrates the protection and
security into a website. More specifically, the log-in SODA
agent 112 leverages functionality of the SODA engine 113 to
disable and enable payment user profiles, as described
herein. The log-in SODA agent 112 can output machine
readable information or other indications to the HTTP server
117 for display to the user 140 attempting a log-in. Further,
the log-in SODA agent 112 can interact with the payer
device 130 to enable payment user profiles which are stored
in disabled state.

The SODA engine 113 in some embodiments is agnostic
to a particular implementation (e.g., log-in versus POS
payments or file protection). But in other embodiments, the
SODA engine 113 is optimized for a particular implemen-
tation (e.g., parameters set for high security application or
minimal security application). The SODA engine 113 further
comprise a handicapping module 114 to handicap payment
user profiles and a reconstitution module 115 to enable
payment user profiles, as discussed below.

The payment user profile/payment information database
116 stores payment user profiles along with means for
satisfying payments for one or more users. In some embodi-
ments, the payment user profile/payment information data-
base 116 includes an Active Directory or similar platform.
The payment user profile/payment information database 116
can be stored locally in a single memory element or over a
network with a protocol-based file system (e.g., a storage
area network, or SAN, a network attached storage, or NAS,
or the like).

The HTTP server 117 can be an Apache server or any
suitable component to serve webpages to a user, and perform
login services to private data. The HTTP server 117 sends a
login webpage for display, and once logged-in, presents
private data as a webpage for display. The webpages can be
composed in HTML, Java, Flash, or the like.

FIG. 1C is a more detailed block diagram illustrating the
payer device 120, according to one embodiment. The payer
device 120 includes a memory 115 with a pairing module
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131, a human gesture sensor 132, a handicapping module
133, and a reconstitution module 134. An optional secret-
splitting module can also be included.

The pairing module 131 sets up a user with the system 100
and enrolls the payer device 130. The human gesture sensor
132 receives and processes gestures or other input using a
touch screen, a speaker, a camera, a gyroscope, or other type
of sensor. The handicapping module 133 handicaps a secu-
rity data associated with a payment user profile at the
payment processor server 110 with data from a human
gesture provided by the payer. The reconstitution module
134 restores the security data associated with a payment user
profile at the payment processor server 110 from the human
gesture received for approval of a payment.

Card-Less Payment Methods (FIGS. 2-6B)

FIG. 2 is a high-level flow diagram illustrating a method
200 for making payments and financial transactions without
a physical card, according to one embodiment. The method
200 can be implemented, in one embodiment, using the
system 100 of FIG. 1A. Moreover, the method 200 can be
implemented in software, hardware, or a combination of
both. The method 200 can be automatically performed (once
initialized) without human intervention.

At step 210, parties register with a payment processor. A
payer device is paired with a payment user profile. The
payment user profile is created using information received
from a user through a smart phone or a desktop computer. A
user may need to enter payment information such as credit
card numbers, expiry dates, bank account numbers and other
private payment data on a payer device. To configure a smart
cellular telephone, for instance, for use as a payer device, a
QR (quick response) Code or other indicia is generated by
a payment processor server and scanned by the cell tele-
phone. An example of pairing is described in FIG. 3. In some
embodiments, the payment user profile is created at the
payment processor, and in some embodiments, is created at
the payer device to further reduce exposure risks. A payer
device may turn into a payee device and vice versa, at will.

At step 220, a payment user profile with the payment
information is protected without a password by functional
disablement. Functional disablement can occur on the payer
device before being sent to a server, or by the server itself.
Advantageously, vulnerabilities are eliminated because
there is no comparison step of the prior art password-based
security. Rather than using a password, a portion of data is
removed, or encrypted with data from a human gesture, in
order to handicap the payment user profile. The data portion,
or human gesture, thereby serves as a key to restoring the
payment user profile. In some embodiments, the key can be
generated when handicapping the payment user profile with
encryption. The digital asset can be individually secured, be
part of a group of files secured by a single key, or file system
references to the payment user profile can be secured. By
comparison to the prior art, a compromised password
exposes the unlimited potential of a digital asset in full. On
the other hand, by use of the technique disclosed herein, the
security data is destroyed within a server after being sent to
a payer or payee device. Security data is also destroyed on
the payer or payee device so that reconstitution data is
incomplete without a human gesture. Therefore, there is no
data to be compromised using the techniques described
herein. In some embodiments, more than one authentication
is required to restore a payment user profile (e.g., modify a
file or run an application). In other embodiments, a secret
splitting technique is used to hide a key to a payment user
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profile. A more detailed discussion of how to implement step
220 is set forth below in association with FIGS. 4A-B and
5A-B.

In response to a payment request from payee to payer
received at step 230, at step 240 a QR-code is generated by
a payment processor server to request a payment. The
QR-code includes information about the payee and an
invoice number at the least, but can also include information
about purchases, amounts, and acceptable payment types.
Some information stored with the payment request can cause
an immediate display on the payer device. The QR-code can
be displayed on a screen of the payee device, printed on an
invoice or ticket, displayed on a television screen broadcast,
or the like.

At step 250, a payment user profile is reconstituted to
make payments responsive to QR-code payment request,
without using a password. An access to the payment user
profile can include a log-in to view non-public data or take
advantage of permissions specific to the user. To access
payment user profiles, the security data extracted in step 220
is reconstituted and used to enable payment user profiles for
normal use. Payment user profiles are again disabled after
users log-off. In other embodiments, more than one authen-
tication is required to restore a digital asset (e.g., secret
splitting). Each access can be logged. In some embodiments,
a human gesture leads to creation of a secure data that is sent
to a payment processor for functionally enabling the pay-
ment user profile (either alone or in combination with other
security data). More details are set provided below in
connection with FIG. 6A.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating a method 210 of FIG.
2 for pairing a payer device with a payment user profile,
according to one embodiment. Given the disclosure herein,
one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that numerous
alternatives are available for pairing, other than the follow-
ing example.

At step 310, a payment user profile with payment infor-
mation is generated at a payment processor server. A user
name, e-mail, address, payment information, account num-
bers, desired services, preferences, friends list, contact list,
multimedia files, data files, passwords, or other information
can be associated with the use profile. In an embodiment,
information in payment user profile, such as the payment
information and account numbers may have been previously
disabled by payer or payee device, and then sent to the
payment processor server. The payment user profile links a
particular individual to the private data stored on a server.

At step 320, enrollment data is generated for a payer
device used to access a payment user profile. In one embodi-
ment, a QR-code can be generated for display on a computer
screen.

At step 330, the payer device can scan the QR code to
receive encoded information needed for enrollment of the
payer device. In other embodiments, enrollment data can be
sent directly to the payer device using a data network. As a
result, a secure communication (e.g. SSL, or secure socket
layer) is created between the payment processor server and
the payer device.

FIG. 4A is a flow diagram and FIG. 4B is a schematic
diagram illustrating step 220 of FIG. 2 for protecting a
payment user profile with payment information without a
password, according to one embodiment. At step 410, the
process awaits receipt of a payment user profile (e.g., as
newly configured, updated, or after log-off by a user). Once
a payment user profile is received for storage in a payee
device or a payment processor server, it needs to be disabled.
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At step 420 (e.g., interaction 401 of FIG. 4B), the pay-
ment user profile is functionally handicapped at the payee
device with a human gesture. The disabled payment user
profile can be further handicapped by removing a portion of
the data so that decryption alone will not restore the payment
user profile. The portion can be part of the payment user
profile itself, or peripheral data. In one embodiment, the
digital asset is encrypted with a symmetric or asymmetric
key, and the key or a portion of the key is removed. In
another embodiment, bits of data are removed from the
digital asset itself. For example, a sensitive part of a docu-
ment can be targeted for removal so that even if the
document is somehow restored, the sensitive parts of the
document are not present. The removal can also be ran-
domly-located. Fake bits can be substituted for removed bits
to hide location. The number of bits removed should exceed
correction capabilities by CRC (cyclic redundancy check)
and the like, and the number of bits can be based on a type
of digital asset or security level. In still another example,
configuration data needed to view or execute a digital asset
are removed (e.g., DLL, or dynamic linked library, files). For
example, a Word or .DOC file includes a metadata portion
that is needed to decode the data file. In some implementa-
tions, data assets on a payment processor server appear as a
list of files with unknown file types by removing file
formatting data. Consequentially, a hacker looking for a
certain type of file will be set back even further. In yet
another embodiment, hardware operation is handicapped by
substantially altering its firmware. The hardware, which can
be an automobile, a garage door opener, a computer termi-
nal, or any other protected physical device, is rendered
inoperable until authorized.

At step 430 (e.g., interaction 402 of FIG. 4B) the once or
twice disabled payment user profile is sent from the payer
device to the payment processing server. In some embodi-
ments, the security data can be sent to multiple devices, as
discussed below with respect to FIGS. 5A-B. A payment
user profile can be checked to find a payer device of the asset
owner.

At step 440, parts of the key that were sent to other
devices are deleted at the payer device. Or if disabled by the
payment processor server, once the security data is con-
firmed as being received by the payer device, the security
data is securely erased from volatile or permanent memory
on the payment processor server. The data can be merely
disassociated with any file system entry, or securely
removed to prevent recovery. By removing the security data,
there is no local key for decrypting, or otherwise reconsti-
tuting the payment user profile in case the payment proces-
sor server is compromised. Further, there is no link to the
payer device, leaving no trace of how to find the enabling
data portion.

In some embodiments the key (or asset security data) is
only partially removed from a server. In more detail, a secret
splitting algorithm can be utilized to generate a derivative
key stored on the server away from the payment user profile.
As a result, any access of the digital asset can be logged by
the server, even if a copy is stored locally on a remote
storage device. The secret splitting algorithm generates
unique derivative keys for the payer device or devices. One
way to generate derivative keys is to randomly select data
points along a polynomial graph. Each unique data point is
potentially a unique derivative key.

Besides a human gesture, any other type of human-input
data can be used, such as a voice pattern, a retina pattern,
fingerprint, or facial scan. Data from a human gesture is
securely discarded from the payer device as soon as a key (or
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asset data portion) is disabled or reconstituted. In some
implementations, data from a human gesture can be stored
and automatically supplied in lieu of availability of the
payment user profile owner. The human gesture can be
stored separately from a payer device and automatically
provided, for example, in low security environments such as
access to view movies. If the payment user profile owner
loses confidence in the automatic process, it can be easily
terminated or updated with a new human gesture.

FIG. 5A is a flow diagram and FIG. 5B is a schematic
diagram illustrating a method 430 of FIG. 3 for sending
sub-portions (or derivatives) of a security data to multiple
payer devices using a secret splitting algorithm, according to
some embodiments. For example, a Shamir polynomial
decomposition and re-composition algorithm can be
employed to divide a secret into unique parts and give each
payer device a unique part of the secret. In a threshold
scheme of secret sharing, any threshold number of payer
devices can trigger re-composition, rather than needing all
payer devices. For example, any two management employ-
ees can be required to access certain financial data.

In some embodiments, the payment user profile security
data is distributed among the payment processor server and
multiple payer devices. In a horizontal architecture of mul-
tiple payer devices, a digital asset portion is split among the
payer devices from a server. Each of these payer devices
may also be needed for reconstitution. But in some embodi-
ments, only a threshold number of payer devices is needed
for reconstitution. The threshold number is less than the total
number of payer devices. For instance, any three of ten payer
devices can be required for reconstitution. In a vertical
architecture of multiple payer devices, a payment user
profile portion is sent to a first payer device, where it is split
and the split portion sent to a second payer device. The
second payer device can again split received data, and so on.
As discussed, although FIGS. 5A and B discusses splitting
as originating from the payment processing server, splitting
can be initiated and performed by the payee or payer device
as well.

At step 510, a formula is selected based on a number of
payer devices that are needed for reconstruction. The coef-
ficients of the polynomial are set based on input received.
For example, a jointly-owned project may require each of
the payer devices for reconstructions, while an employee-
only project may require at least one of many employees.
The same formula is used for decomposition.

At step 520, a security data is split into multiple parts. The
parts can have some overlap, be mutually exclusive, or some
parts can be duplicates. Most importantly, all of the infor-
mation needed to reconstitute a payment user profile is not
available on a server. Consequentially, payment user profiles
with payment information stored on a compromised pay-
ment processor server are still protected. As discussed, the
splitting can be performed at a payer device and split parts
passed to other payer devices in a hierarchy.

A secret splitting algorithm can be utilized to generate
multiple keys. In more detail, a key is used as a constant in
a polynomial equation. Any number of keys can be gener-
ated as data points on the polynomial graph. The specific
form of the equation depends on how many unique keys are
being distributed. For a line (e.g., ax+y), only two data
points are needed as input to solve for reconstitution. For a
parabola (e.g., ax"2+bx+y, etc.), at least three data points are
needed as input to solve for reconstitution. An example
polynomial can be SSS+87x+34)"2, where SSS is a constant
representing a cryptographic key or data portion used for
handicapping the payment user profile. To generate a point
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on the graph to be used as a derivative key stored at a server
or sent to an payer device, a random value within a valid
range of X is input to the polynomial and a y value is output.
The resulting x,y data point is the derivative key, in some
embodiments. To reconstitute the discarded polynomial, a
requisite number of X,y data points are provided (e.g., from
the server and at least one payer device), as described herein.

In one embodiment, a Shamir secret splitting algorithm is
implemented. To derive a polynomial, Shamir uses the
well-known Lagrange polynomial interpolation formula.
Alternative secret splitting algorithms can also be imple-
mented, such as the Mignotte scheme (using Chinese
remainder Theorem) or the Blakely scheme.

At step 530 (interactions 501, 502), one of the parts is sent
to each of the payer devices. Rather than sending the parts
to a single payer device, the parts are distributed to more
than one end point. Each payer device encrypts the parts
with a human gesture (interactions 503, 504). Additionally,
one of the parts can be stored on a server, apart from the
digital asset. All other data is destroyed at the server for
security, in some embodiments, including the polynomial
used to generate keys, and keys sent to an payer device. The
key is effectively hidden at the payer device, away from any
hacker, by getting rid of the key altogether. Even if the payer
device is compromised, part of the key has been hidden by
the human gesture, as described herein.

A horizontal co-ownership is illustrated in FIG. 5B. Two
types of horizontal co-ownership include equal co-owner-
ship and distributed co-ownership. In equal co-ownership, a
separate polynomial is used to generate keys for each
co-owner. There is no dependency as each co-owner can
access the payment user profile without an accord. Mean-
while, in a distributed co-ownership, a single polynomial is
used to generate keys for each co-owner. The dependency in
this case to access to the digital asset requires keys from
each or a subset of co-owners.

The return path is also illustrated in FIG. 5B, in which
upon notification of an access request, human gestures are
received (interactions 505, 506) in order to release the parts
back to the payment processor server (interactions 507,
508).

FIG. 6A is a flow diagram and FIG. 6B is a schematic
diagram illustrating step 230 of FIG. 2 for accessing a
payment user profile without a password, according to some
embodiments. Specifically, FIG. 6A is a flow diagram illus-
trating step 230 of FIG. 2 for accessing a payment user
profile without a password.

At step 610, the process awaits receipt of a request to
access a payment user profile. The request can be received
from a payment user profile owner, or a non-owner, and
from a human or an automated computer process.

At step 620, a payment-specific QR-code is displayed on,
for example, a payee device or invoice. The QR-code
identifies the web page being accessed. A URL or other
identifier can be encoded into the QR-code. In one embodi-
ment, the QR-code is unique to a specific log-in session, or
unique to a particular user or payer device.

At step 630, the scanned QR-code is received along with
a data portion (interaction 602) after being reconstituted by
a human gesture (interaction 601). The gesture can be a
two-dimensional or three-dimensional movement of the
hand or other body parts. In some embodiments, other forms
of input can be implemented, such as a retina scan or
fingerprint. Data from the human gesture forms a key that is
used to decrypt the security data for transmission.

At step 640, a payment user profile is reconstituted using
the security data received from the payer device. In one
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embodiment the security data received from the payer
device is used as a key to decrypt the payment user profile
for use as requested.

At step 650, a payment is processed with the payment user
profile in accordance with a payment request. After being
temporarily exposed, the payment user profile is again
disabled and all enabling information is deleted. In one
embodiment, payment processing occurs in an isolated
security environment, such as on a hardware security pro-
cessor or in a virtual Java machine, to prevent exposure to
other processes.

Optionally, access to the payment user profile is logged,
in one embodiment. Because all the steps to access a digital
asset are e-signed by the participants (systems or humans),
the log may be admissible to court as an identification and
authentication of the person accessing the payment user
profile. Additionally, license restrictions can be enforced by
recording quantities and durations of access.

Exemplary Computing Device (FIG. 7)

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
computing device 700 for use in the system 100 of FIG. 1,
according to one embodiment. The computing device 600 is
an exemplary device that is implementable for each of the
components of the system 100, including the user terminal
110, the secure web site server 120, and the payer device
120. Additionally, the system 100 is merely an example
implementation itself] since the system 100 can also be fully
or partially implemented with laptop computers, tablet com-
puters, smart cell phones, Internet appliances, and the like.

The computing device 700, of the present embodiment,
includes a memory 710, a processor 720, a hard drive 730,
and an I/O port 740. Each of the components is coupled for
electronic communication via a bus 799. Communication
can be digital and/or analog, and use any suitable protocol.

The memory 710 further comprises a digital asset pro-
tection module and an operating system 722. The digital
asset protection module 712 can include the modules of the
payment processor server 110 and the payer device 120, as
represented generally by a digital asset protection module
712. Other modules stored in memory can include a web
browser application, a web-browser-based application, a
mobile application, a streamed application, a locally-in-
stalled application, and the like.

The operating system 722 can be one of the Microsoft
Windows® family of operating systems (e.g., Windows
2000, Windows XP, Windows XP x64 Edition, Windows
Vista, Widows 7, Windows 8, Windows CE, Windows
Mobile), Linux, HP-UX, UNIX, Sun OS, Solaris, Mac OS
X, Alpha OS, AIX, IRIX32, or IRIX64. Other operating
systems may be used. Microsoft Windows is a trademark of
Microsoft Corporation.

The processor 720 can be a network processor (e.g.,
optimized for IEEE 802.11), a general purpose processor, an
application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field pro-
grammable gate array (FPGA), a reduced instruction set
controller (RISC) processor, an integrated circuit, or the like.
Atheros, Broadcom, and Marvell Semiconductors manufac-
ture processors that are optimized for IEEE 802.11 devices.
The processor 720 can be single core, multiple core, or
include more than one processing elements. The processor
620 can be disposed on silicon or any other suitable material.
The processor 720 can receive and execute instructions and
data stored in the memory 710 or the storage drive 730

The storage drive 730 can be any non-volatile type of
storage such as a magnetic disc, EEPROM, Flash, or the
like. The storage drive 730 stores code and data for appli-
cations.
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The /O port 740 further comprises a user interface 642
and a network interface 744. The user interface 642 can
output to a display device and receive input from, for
example, a keyboard. The network interface 744 connects to
a medium such as Ethernet or Wi-Fi for data input and
output.

Many of the functionalities described herein can be imple-
mented with computer software, computer hardware, com-
puter firmware, or a combination.

Computer software products (e.g., non-transitory com-
puter products storing source code) may be written in any of
various suitable programming languages, such as C, C++,
CH#, Java, JavaScript, PHP, Python, Perl, Ruby, and AJAX.
The computer software product may be an independent
application with data input and data display modules. Alter-
natively, the computer software products may be classes that
are instantiated as distributed objects. The computer soft-
ware products may also be component software such as Java
Beans (from Sun Microsystems) or Enterprise Java Beans
(EJB from Sun Microsystems).

Furthermore, the computer that is running the previously
mentioned computer software may be connected to a net-
work and may interface to other computers using this
network. The network may be on an intranet or the Internet,
among others. The network may be a wired network (e.g.,
using copper), telephone network, packet network, an opti-
cal network (e.g., using optical fiber), or a wireless network,
or any combination of these. For example, data and other
information may be passed between the computer and
components (or steps) of a system of the invention using a
wireless network using a protocol such as Bluetooth, LTE,
Wi-Fi (IEEE standards 802.11, 802.11a, 802.11b, 802.11e,
802.11g, 802.11i, and 802.11n, just to name a few
examples). For example, signals from a computer may be
transferred, at least in part, wirelessly to components or
other computers.

In an embodiment, with a Web browser executing on a
computer workstation system, a user accesses a system on
the World Wide Web (WW W) through a network such as the
Internet. The Web browser is used to download web pages
or other content in various formats including HTML, XML,
text, PDF, and postscript, and may be used to upload
information to other parts of the system. The Web browser
may use uniform resource identifiers (URLs) to identify
resources on the Web and hypertext transfer protocol
(HTTP) in transferring files on the Web.

This description of the invention has been presented for
the purposes of illustration and description. It is not intended
to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise form
described, and many modifications and variations are pos-
sible in light of the teaching above. The embodiments were
chosen and described in order to best explain the principles
of the invention and its practical applications. This descrip-
tion will enable others skilled in the art to best utilize and
practice the invention in various embodiments and with
various modifications as are suited to a particular use. The
scope of the invention is defined by the following claims.

I claim:

1. A computer-implemented method in a payment proces-
sor server on a network for making payment without a
physical card, comprising:

responsive to receiving a payment request from the payee

device, generating machine-readable information that
is unique for the payment request;

receiving a scan of the machine-readable information,

from a payer device, to identify the payment request
corresponding to the payee device;
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matching the payer device to payment information,
wherein the payment information has been functionally
handicapped to prevent normal use, wherein handicap-
ping the digital asset comprises removing a portion of
bits from the digital asset itself to prevent normal use
of the digital asset;

receiving a security data from the payer device that has

read the machine-readable information, the security
data being reconstituted by the payer device using at
least a human gesture as input;

reconstituting the payment information using the security

data to functionally enable the payment information for
normal use;

satisfying the payment request of the payee from the

payment information of the payer; and

returning the payment information to being functionally

handicapped to prevent normal use.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the payment informa-
tion was initially functionally handicapped by the payer
device prior to being initially sent to the payment processor
server.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the payee device is
associated with a cash register or backend or online POS
(point of sale) server.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is per-
formed in real-time during a transaction.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the QR-code is
displayed by the payee device or is printed out on a payee
invoice.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the payment informa-
tion comprises at least one of: a debit card information, a
credit card information, ACH information, Chase QuickPay
information, PayPal information, e-check information, and
bank account information.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the payer device
includes an application allowing payments to be made or to
be received, utilizing the payment processing server.

8. A non-transitory computer-readable medium storing
instructions that, when executed by a processor, perform a
method for making a payment in a payment processor on a
network without a physical card, the method comprising the
step of:

responsive to receiving a payment request from the payee

device, generating machine-readable information that
is unique for the payment request, for display at the
payee device;

receiving a scan of the machine-readable information,

from a payer device, to identify the payment request
corresponding to the payee device;
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matching the payer device to payment information,
wherein the payment information has been functionally
handicapped to prevent normal use, wherein handicap-
ping the digital asset comprises removing a portion of
bits from the digital asset itself to prevent normal use
of the digital asset;

receiving a security data from the payer device that has
read the machine-readable information, the security

data being reconstituted by the payer device using a

human gesture as input;

reconstituting the payment information using the security
data to functionally enable the payment information for
normal use;

satisfying the payment request of the payee from the
payment information of the payer; and

returning the payment information to being functionally
handicapped to prevent normal use.

9. A payment processor on a network to make payment

without a physical card, comprising:

a processor; and

a memory, comprising:

a first module to, responsive to receiving a payment
request from the payee device, generate machine-
readable information that is unique for the payment
request, for display at the payee device;

a second module to receive a scan of the machine-
readable information, from a payer device, to iden-
tify the payment request corresponding to the payee
device;

a third module to match the payer device to payment
information, wherein the payment information has
been functionally handicapped to prevent normal
use, wherein handicapping the digital asset com-
prises removing a portion of bits from the digital
asset itself to prevent normal use of the digital asset;

a fourth module to receive a security data from the
payer device that has read the machine-readable
information, the security data being reconstituted by
the payer device using a human gesture as input;

a fifth module to reconstitute the payment information
using the security data to functionally enable the
payment information for normal use;

a sixth module to satisfy the payment request of the
payee from the payment information of the payer;
and

a seventh module to return the payment information to
being functionally handicapped to prevent normal
use.



